CLINICAL RECORD ENTRY AUTHENTICATION POLICY

Effective Date: February 2014
Policy:

To assure that all entries in resident clinical records are 


signed and dated by the responsible health care professional.

Definition:
Authentication:  identification of the author of a clinical record 



by that author confirming that the contents are what the author 



intended.

Policy Specifications:

1. All observations, notes of care and services performed, and orders made by direct care providers and any other individuals required to make such entries must be documented in resident clinical records.

2. Entries may only be recorded in resident clinical records by care provider personnel in accordance with state law and facility policy.

3. All resident clinical record entries shall be authenticated by the individual who made or authorized the entry.

4. Written signatures or initials and electronic signatures or computer-generated signature codes are acceptable as authentication.

5. All signatures or initials, whether written, electronic, or computer-generated, shall include the initials of the signer’s credentials.

6. All resident clinical record information shall be signed and dated by the responsible health care professional and counter signed with accordance with law and regulation if required.
