OXYGEN USE FIRE SAFETY PRECAUTIONS POLICY

Effective Date: February 2014
Policy:
  To assure that all personnel are aware of fire safety requirements when performing tasks associated with oxygen use.

Policy Specifications:

1. Staff will be trained in the use and operation of oxygen equipment as per the manufacturer’s instructions as well as oxygen safety precautions.

2. Oxygen cylinders in use shall be on an appropriate securement device (i.e. cart, stand, etc.).
3. Post valve gaskets and the regulator inlet will be inspected prior to installation and if not visually clean, will not be used.

4. The post valve will be opened and closed momentarily to blow out any debris prior to installing a regulator.

5. The regulator flow knob will be set in the off position before attaching it to the cylinder.

6. The equipment will be positioned so that the valve is pointed away from the user and any other persons.

7. The cylinder valve will be opened slowly and completely, minimizing the heat produced when achieving the desired flow conditions within the equipment.

8. The regulator pressure gauge should not be looked at until the cylinder valve is fully opened.

9. “No Smoking” signs will be prominently displayed at all times on the outside of the resident room door before connecting the oxygen supply.
10. Only facility personnel may remove “No Smoking” signs after oxygen administration discontinuation orders have been received.

11. “No Smoking” rules must be strictly enforced while oxygen is in use.

12. Only approved electrical devices, such as telephones, call systems, battery-operated flashlights, radios, etc. may be used in areas where oxygen is in use.

13. Any plug-in device will be plugged into outlets located away from the site of oxygen administration before the oxygen is started.

14. The oxygen supply must be turned off before any plug-in device is unplugged.

15. Lotions, oils, alcohol, or other flammable compounds shall be strictly prohibited from use on residents during oxygen use and all such materials must be removed from the area before the oxygen is started.

16. Staff will report all violations immediately.

