INFLUENZA AND PNEUMOCOCCAL IMMUNIZATIONS

Effective Date:	November 2016

Policy:			To assure that each resident receives education regarding the benefits and
			potential side effects before being offered influenza and pneumococcal 
			immunizations and securing their informed consent for administration of 
			these immunizations.

Policy Specifications:
1. Each resident, or when appropriate their resident representative, will be educated regarding the benefits and potential side effects of both influenza and pneumococcal immunizations and will be provided the opportunity to accept or refuse them.
2. While all residents will be offered these immunizations, residents excluded from the immunization process will be those for whom the immunizations are medically contraindicated or those who have already been immunized during the standard of practice time periods:
· Influenza – Annually from October 1 through March 31
· Pneumococcal – Five (5) Years
3. The facility will document both the education provided and the resident’s decision, or when appropriate that of the resident representative, to accept or refuse the offered immunizations that will be maintained in the resident’s clinical record.
4. The facility will maintain additional documentation for those residents accepting offered immunizations including:
· Date(s) the immunizations were provided;
· Vaccine agent type(s);
· Vial Lot Numbers;
· Injection site(s);
· Post-vaccination monitoring of adverse effects.
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]The facility will assure that an on-going process exists to educate and provide new residents or their representatives with the opportunity to accept or refuse both the pneumococcal and influenza immunizations, the latter of which will be offered during the annual influenza season.

