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AUTOMATIC STOP-ORDER POLICY
Effective Date: *
Policy:  It is the policy of this facility that a physician’s order for medication that does not specifically limit the time or number of doses shall be automatically stopped in accordance with the standards approved by the Quality Assurance Committee.

Policy Specifications:  To establish control of the length of usage of certain drugs in the absence of a specific time limitation by prescribing physician or practitioner.
Responsibility:  License Nursing Personnel and Qualified Medication Aides
Standards:  

1. Physician’s orders for a specific time period have priority over this Stop-Order Policy.

2. Continuous use of drugs not specifically covered by the Stop-Order Policy, including PRN’s will be governed by the physician signing (renewing) the order on a timely basis in accordance with the facility’s policy, every sixty (60) days.

3. A licensed nurse will be responsible for notifying physician prior to administration of the last dose and soon enough (within 48 hours) to receive a supply from the pharmacy should the physician elect to continue the medication.

4. A new physician’s order will be written on the physician’s order record for the additional dose(s) regarding the above.

5. STOP-ORDERS
· Antibiotics

  10 days

· Anticoagulants
  10 days (Physician’s regularly ordered laboratory tests 



  negate this Stop-Order)

· Schedule II Narcotics
  72 hours (this applies to routinely order medications)

6. Exception to specific stop orders:  If a physician specified a period of time other than that stated in the Stop-Order Policy, the order will be adhered to. The notations “indefinitely” or “for duration of stay” would negate any stop order for a particular medication.

7. In the event a medication or biological has not been administered for ninety (90) days the physician shall be requested to discontinue its use.

