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DRUG DESTRUCTION OR RETURN OF DISCONTINUED MEDICATION POLICY
Effective Date: *
Policy:  It is the policy of this facility that drugs be promptly removed from storage when they are discontinued, outdated or deteriorated and that drugs will be destroyed in a safe manner or returned to the pharmacy in accordance with State and Federal laws.
Policy Specifications:  To establish guidelines for drug destruction or drug returns to the pharmacy.
Responsibility:  Pharmacy Consultant, Director of Nursing, Licensed Nursing and Pharmacy Provider
Standards:  

1. Unused portions of medications or biologicals which are discontinued, outdated, deteriorated or not properly labeled shall be promptly removed from the medication storage area.

2. Unused portions of discontinued, outdated or not properly labeled medications shall be destroyed in the facility. (See Controlled Substance Policy)

3. Unused portions of properly labeled drugs will be returned to the resident only upon a written physicians order. The resident or responsible party is required to sign the receipt of such drugs and/or biologicals.

4. Unused portions of medications not released to the resident shall be destroyed on the premises within seven (7) days by the consulting pharmacist or licensed nurse with a witness unless returnable (see next page).

5. Medications, except emollients, creams, powders, and bulk laxatives will be destroyed by flushing unused portions down the sewer system. Emollients, creams, powders and bulk laxatives shall be removed from the original package and put into trash containers. Patches shall be cut in quarters and placed in the trash.

6. A complete and accurate record of drugs destroyed, released or returned by nursing personnel shall be written in the resident’s medical record and shall include:

a. Name of resident

b. Name and strength of drug

c. Prescription number

d. Reason for disposal

e. Amount disposed of

f. Method of disposal

g. Date of disposal

h. Signature of person conducting the disposal and a witness

i. Signature of person receiving medication in the event resident discharged with medication

7. Drugs that have been removed from the original container must be destroyed. A single dose which has been contaminated or refused by the resident will be promptly destroyed by flushing. The nurse will document destruction on the medication record.

8. Medications in the manufacturer’s original container shall be destroyed in accordance with stated expiration date(s).

9. Medications which have been repackaged, i.e., blister cards, bottles or containers, shall be destroyed one year from the dispensing date or in accordance with the label instructions.

10. Other drugs shall be destroyed within specific time frames from the date of first (1st) use as follows:

a. Ampules and tubexes – manufacturer’s expiration date

b. Nitroglycerin sublingual tablets - six months after opening

c. Ophthalmologist solutions/ointments - manufacturer’s expiration date

d. Insulin and multiple dose injectables - Manufacturers expiration date or six months after opening whichever is less

e. TB skin test agents - Manufacturers expiration date

Criteria for Return of Discontinued Drugs
1. A medication is eligible for return to the same (dispensing) pharmacy if all of the following conditions are met:

a. Medication is in the manufacturer’s original, sealed, unopened container, packaged in a unit dose blister card or strip pack or in manufacturer’s unit dose packaging.

b. The medication has been dispensed with in the past 30 days.

c. The medication is not a controlled substance. A medication which contains a controlled substance will be labeled as such.

d. The medication does not require refrigeration

2. Any item not eligible for return to the pharmacy, will be returned to the facility with an explanation as to why medication is being returned to the facility and it should be destroyed according to the above policy on drug destruction.

3. Disposal of controlled substances shall be in accordance with the Controlled Substance Policy.
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