USE AND STORAGE OF FOOD BROUGHT TO RESIDENTS

Effective Date:	November 2016

Policy:			To permit residents to have food brought in from outside the facility if safely and sanitarily stored as well as safely handled and consumed.

Policy Specifications:

1. Residents and resident representatives will be provided information at the time of admission regarding their responsibilities concerning food brought in from outside the facility:
· Checking with the Nursing Department to assure the resident’s diet orders are followed;
· Labeling and dating items stored in clean, sealed containers;
· Inadvisability of leaving perishable food items with the resident as such items cannot be guaranteed to be safely and sanitarily stored and safely handled and consumed.
2. Unlabeled food items or those exceeding a manufacturer expiration date will be discarded.
3. Residents or resident representatives will be educated on safe food handling and storage techniques by designated staff as needed.
4. For any resident unable to comply either initially or ongoing with safe food handling and storage the facility will make alternative arrangements with the dietary department for outside food items brought in.
