INFORMED CONSENT POLICY

Effective Date: *


[bookmark: _GoBack]Policy:  It is the policy of this facility to inform each resident and their legal representative of the resident's total health status and medical condition(s) on an ongoing basis in order for the resident to make informed consent.


Policy Specifications:  To establish procedures for informing residents and their legal representatives of medically related services and non-medically related services.


Responsibility:  Administrator, Admission Personnel, Director of Nursing, Social Service Personnel and all staff members having contact with the resident or their representative.


Standards:  

1. Each resident is informed of their health status by their attending physician, this includes but is not limited to their diagnosis, disease treatment, treatment options and anticipated outcomes.

2. Licensed nurses and other health care professionals are responsible for informing the resident of their health status which includes functional status, medical care, nursing care, nutritional status, rehabilitation and restorative potential, activity potential, cognitive status, oral health status, psychosocial status, and sensory and physical impairments and encourage the resident's participation in accordance with their desires.

3. Information is provided whenever the resident asks, when an assessment is performed, during treatment explanations, medication administration, therapy sessions and care conference to enable the resident to give informed consent.

4. Informed consent will first be requested from resident unless the legal representative informs the Administrator, Director of Nursing, Social Worker or another licensed nurse that the informed consent is not to be shared with the resident or the resident's cognitive status prevents the resident from giving informed consent.

5. Each resident or their legal representative will be informed about matters that relate to their stay such as insurance issues, choice of service providers and cost of services.

6. The facility will not withhold medically related or other service information from the resident unless there is a valid reason to do so and is authorized by the resident's physician and legal representative.
