Refrigerator in a Resident’s Room
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Policy:	Personal room refrigerators will be monitored by a designated facility staff member for food safety. 
	
Policy Specifications:	

1. A designated facility staff member will be assigned to monitor resident room refrigeration units.

	2.  Any food or beverages brought into the facility for the resident’s personal consumption will be labeled and dated.  
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	3. Food or beverage with a manufacturer’s expiration date that indicates its expiration will be discarded by the designated facility staff member.  Any suspicious or obviously contaminated food or beverage will also be discarded.

	4. Any food or beverage items without a manufacturer expiration date that has been labeled and dated will be discarded three days after the date indicated.

	5. All refrigeration units will have internal thermometers to monitor food storage temperatures.  Units must be maintained at a safe internal temperature in accordance with state and federal standards for safe food storage.

			6. Individuals will be educated on safe food handling and 				    storage techniques by designated facility staff as needed.


