Passing Meal Trays

Policy:        Food service will provide the trays to nursing.  
                    Nursing will be responsible for preparing residents for 
scheduled meal service. 

Policy Specifications:

1. Food Service will have carts filled with food trays in the dining rooms at their scheduled times. 
or
 Dining Room Meal Service: 
· Steam table will be set-up prior to scheduled meal times. 
· Food service will prepare the meal trays following the diet orders.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Designated Staff will be responsible for distributing the beverages prior or during meal service.

2. Prior to passing the meal tray to the resident, nursing will assess the tray for accuracy. A meal tray delivered in error will be returned for correction.

3. Sanitize hands routinely.

4. Nursing will provide assistance with tray set-up as needed.

5. Nursing will offer alternates to residents who refuse their food or request a substitute. Nursing will advise dietary of such requests.

6. Nursing will be responsible for delivering all trays to residents whether the resident is eating in the dining room or in the resident room. Nursing will advise Food Service of residents not eating in their usual location.

