INFORMED CONSENT POLICY

Effective Date: 
February 2014
Policy:


To assure that each consumer and their legal representative is informed of the consumer’s total health status and medical condition(s) on an on-going basis, permitting informed choices regarding care and services options.

Policy Specifications:

1. Each consumer and/or their legal representative is informed of their health status by their attending physician, including diagnoses, diseases, proposed care, treatment options, services, and anticipated outcomes.

2. Licensed nurses and other healthcare professionals are responsible for informing the consumer and discussing with them the following, including, but not limited to:
a. health status, including functional status, medical care, nursing care, nutritional status, rehabilitation, cognitive status, and psychosocial status; 

b. potential benefits, risks and side effects of proposed care, treatment, and services;

c. the likelihood of the consumer achieving their goals and any potential problems that might occur during recuperation;

d. reasonable alternatives to proposed care, treatment, and services, including the risks, benefits, and side effects related to these alternatives.

3. Information about care and services options permitting the consumer to make informed choices will be provided as follows:

a. whenever the consumer so requests;

b. when an assessment is performed;

c. during treatment explanations;

d. during medication administration;

e. during therapy sessions;

f. during care plan conferences.

4. The consumer will be informed of information that must be disclosed or reported to organizations such as local health departments and/or the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (i.e. HIV, tuberculosis, viral meningitis).
