Disposal
Medical Waste
· Handling
· Must wear protective gloves
· Gowns should be worn if soiling of clothing is likely 
· Medical Waste includes
· Microbiology laboratory wastes [e.g., cultures and stocks of microorganisms]
· Bulk blood, blood products, blood, and bloody body fluid specimens
· Pathology and anatomy waste
· Sharps [e.g., needles and scalpels]
· PPE
· Gloves, Gowns, Masks, and Protective Eyewear
· Follow standard procedures for the disposal of used medical waste and PPE
· Place in hands free, leak resistant receptacle in resident room  
· Discard disposable gowns, gloves, masks and protective eyewear after each use
· Receptacle should be emptied after every shift and as needed
· Place disposable syringes with needles, sterile sharps, scalpel blades, and other sharp items into puncture resistance sharps container
· Microbiology/Lab/blood specimen waste is placed in a red biohazard bag and sealed in the location where it is used, and then taken to the biohazard room
· If the biohazard bag is contaminated, punctured, or visibly wet placement into a second biohazard bag is required
Laundry and Bedding
· Handling
· Must wear protective gloves
· Gowns should be worn if soiling of clothing is likely 
· Soiled laundry and bedding includes
· Personal  Clothing
· Uniforms/Scrub Suits/Gowns
· Bed sheets/Towels/Blankets
· When contaminated with blood and other infectious materials
· Handle with minimum agitation
· Do not rinse or sort at location
· Place in red plastic biohazard bag and seal at location where it is used 
· If the biohazard bag is contaminated, punctured, or visibly wet placement into a second biohazard bag is required
· Place in hands free, leak resistant receptacle in resident room labeled linen 
· Receptacle should be emptied after every shift and as needed
· Transport
· Ensure bags are closed and sealed before transport
· Hold contaminated linen and laundry bags away from clothing/body during transport
· Transport contaminated and clean linens in separate carts
Disposal
· Outside Compactor/dumpster must be maintained according to the disposal company’s policy when not in use and at night
· Only authorized vendors are permitted to collect regulated waste
Links
https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/guidelines/environmental/index.html
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