Policy and Procedure: Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) 
NEW ADMISSIONS or RE-ADMISSION 


	Effective: 5/1/2020
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BACKGROUND
Coronavirus Disease (COVID19) is a viral respiratory infection that emerged from an animal source but now seems to be spreading from person-to-person via droplets. The incubation period (from time of exposure to an infectious agent until signs and symptoms appear) is estimated at 3-5 days but can range from 1-14 days.

This Policy may change or be revised based on CDC/CMS/ State Public Health Department changes or recommendations.  

This facility recognizes the importance of our facility to be a partner in the continuum of health care services and the need to take Admissions during this period of COVID pandemic and beyond.  Recommendations of a hold on New Admissions may be made by the Local County Health Department, the State Department of Public Health, however, the ultimate authority over closing this facility to New Admissions rest solely with the Administrator in conjunction with the CEO, Extended Care who is the Owner’s Representative.  Considerations of putting a hold on this facility would be: inadequate PPE to protect residents and staff; significantly high number of new cases of COVID-19; staffing concerns to name a few. 

This facility will utilize the published CMS and CDC guidance for New and Re-Admissions:   

1. Hospitalized resident with confirmed COVID-19 must complete transmission-based precautions (isolation) requirements (minimum of 10 days or up to 20 days if immunocompromised or severe illness) when admitted to the facility. 
2. New or re-admissions, regardless of COVID-19 vaccination status, do not need to quarantine if they remain asymptomatic. 
3. Testing- if community transmission rate is high, new or re-admissions should be tested on admission and if negative repeat testing on post-admission days 3 and 5. Also to be tested if symptomatic, have been identified as a close contact, or close contacts are unable to be identified. Routine testing is not generally recommended. 
4. Visitation- follow the same guidance as residents who are close contacts. 
5. If the facility is in outbreak- may admit new residents if they have adequate HCP and PPE inventory to provide and meet the care needs of all current residents and new admissions. 
6. This facility will deploy all efforts to ensure residents and staff are safe and remain COVID-19 free.  To that end, this facility will implement a best practice protocol, where possible, for New Admissions.  That protocol is as follows:
· New or Re-Admissions would be isolated for 10 days only if symptomatic, regardless of vaccination status. 
· New or Re-Admission for a resident who tested positive for COVID-19 and meets the criteria for discontinuation of transmission-based precautions for COVID-19 when a) 10 days have passed b) the person has improved respiratory symptoms, and (c) the person has been fever-free for 24 hours without the use of fever reducing medications. For asymptomatic residents who test positive 10 days must have passed since test date. These residents do not need to be tested again. 
· New Admissions and readmissions may be co-horted with previously positive residents that have met the criteria for discontinuation of transmission based precautions, and has been free of symptoms and discontinued from isolation.

 
